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Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 
East and Paulina Lakes Fishery Enhancements 
In 2010, the Department initiated a 5-year strategy to 
reduce tui/blue chub populations, improve fishing, and 
increase survival and growth of all game fish in East 
and Paulina lakes. East and Paulina lakes are located in 
Newberry Caldera National Monument, approximately 
20 miles south of Bend off Hwy 97.   
 
Enhancement efforts at each lake include mechanical 
removal of tui chub (East Lake) and blue chub (Paulina 
Lake) using student interns from Oregon State 
University (OSU)-Cascades campus.  Through 2013, 
66,500 pounds of tui/blue chub (approximately 
360,000 individuals) have cumulatively been removed 
from these lakes combined.  
 
Tui/blue chub are not native to these lakes and were 
probably introduced in the 1920’s when use of live bait 
was legal.  Tui/blue chub reproduce quickly and 
compete with rainbow, brown trout and kokanee for 
food.  As an example, one 9-inch chub can produce 
almost 50,000 eggs. Chub abundance is cyclical and 
appears to have gotten worse over the last 10 or 15 
years resulting in complaints from anglers about the 
quality of the trout and kokanee fisheries.  Elimination 
of tui chub through the use of rotenone in these lakes, 
as was done in Diamond Lake in 2006, is not practical 
and would be prohibitively expensive due to their 
depth (<200’ in spots) and numerous springs (which 
would act as sanctuaries for chub avoiding the 
rotenone). 
 
In addition to chub removal, ODFW has been stocking 
aggressive, “Blackwater” strain of redband trout, native 
to North-Central British Columbia, into East and 
Paulina lakes.  These “Blackwater” trout like to eat 
other fish and are intended to prey on the invasive 
chub in the lakes.  Selective regulations are in place at 
East and Paulina lakes requiring release of unmarked 
(non-adipose clipped) Blackwater redband trout so they 
can grow to a larger size, help reduce the abundance of 
tui chub, and provide a trophy-class catch and release 
fishery.   
 

Mid-way through the experiment, results to date are 
mixed, with East Lake showing dramatic improvement 
in trout survival, condition factor (length-weight 
measurement of their health) and angler catch rates.  
Trout health and fishery improvements at Paulina Lake 
has been more modest, likely a result of differences in 
lake limnology, aquatic invertebrates and chub ecology 
when compared to East Lake.  Angling has improved 
so much in the past two years that East Lake is 
attracting anglers from throughout Western states as a 
destination fishery.   
 
ODFW’s efforts at these lakes have been funded by the 
Fish Restoration and Enhancement Fund and matching 
contributions from local angling clubs, OSU-Cascades 
and local resorts.   
 

 
 
Wallowa Lake Tag Reward Pilot Study 
Each year over 7 million trout are stocked across 
Oregon.  Unfortunately it’s often difficult for fishery 
managers to determine whether these efforts are 
meeting desired objectives.  Catch and harvest data are 
traditionally obtained through creel surveys, which 
require an expensive investment in personnel costs.  
With the goal of providing an informative and cost-
effective tool to better understand these stocked trout 
opportunities, ODFW began a tag reward pilot 
program on Wallowa Lake this summer.  The program 
will provide much-needed feedback on harvest, 
movement and growth of these stocked fish. 
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Nearly 40,000 hatchery trout are planned for release in 
Wallowa Lake in 2014.  Of those, approximately 2,000 
will be marked with a visually-identifiable tag.  Tags will 
be distributed across five stocking events from June-
August, and among several stocking locations within 
the lake.  Anglers who catch a tagged fish will 
voluntarily supply ODFW with the date, location, fish 
size and tag information via several reporting 
methods.  To encourage angler to turn in information 
on their catch a prescribed number of fish will have a 
reward tag that will earn the lucky angler who catches a 
tagged fish a $50 reward.  
 
As of early July, approximately 25,000 trout have been 
stocked in Wallowa Lake.  Of the 1,197 tags released, 
178 (15%) non-reward tags have been caught and 
reported.  Of the 51 reward tags released, 14 have been 
returned (28%) and over $600 has been paid out to 
anglers.  On average, tagged fish are reported within six 
days of release.  Preliminary results indicate hatchery 
trout frequently move after being released.  Most (68%) 
have been caught in a location other than where they 
were released and some of those (15%) moved the 
entire length of the lake before being caught.   
 
Biologists are confident the tag return information will 
provide valuable insights on modifying and improving 
stocking strategies for license holders.  In addition, the 
response from the angling public has been 
overwhelmingly positive and supportive. 
 
The pilot program will undergo an initial test on 
Wallowa Lake this summer, and will be expanded to 
Henry Hagg and Lake of the Woods this winter and 
spring 2015.  The program is a collaborative effort 
between the following ODFW programs: Wallowa Fish 
District, Inland Trout Working Group (a.k.a Reservoir 
Dogs), Fish Division, Wallowa Hatchery, and East 
Region fish liberation teams.  The project was funded 
through the Restoration and Enhancement Program. 
 

 
WEST REGION 
Steven Marx, Acting Region Manager 
 
Northeast (NE) Portland Cougar 
Independence Day brought more than fireworks this 
year.  Activities for staff on the holiday included 
responding to a situation involving a cougar who had 
taken up residence in a highly urbanized area of NE 
Portland.  ODFW staff received several cougar sighting 
reports over a period of a week from the area however; 
two additional reports were called into the Portland 
Police Bureau in the early morning hours on July 4th.  
Oregon State Police received notification of the reports 
and conducted follow up interviews with the observers 
who gave credible descriptions of a cougar.  These 
reports were further verified from a reported sighting 
by a Police Bureau staff member who observed a 
cougar in a resident’s back yard. 
 
At approximately 3:00 PM, a resident phoned the 
Portland Police Bureau notifying them of a cougar 
approximately 25 feet up a tree in their backyard.  The 
cougar was detected through the actions of the owner’s 
dogs.  The owner responded to the dogs’ warnings in 
anticipation of the dogs reacting to a squirrel but was 
surprised by the presence of a cougar instead.  
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Notification by the property owner led to the response 
by local police, Oregon State Police, Multnomah 
County Animal Control, and ODFW.  ODFW staff 
were deployed to the site and provided support to the 
Portland Police Bureau by immobilizing the cougar and 
removing it from the location.  Due to health and 
human safety concerns and policy direction not to 
relocate cougars, the cougar was euthanized and sent to 
ODFW wildlife veterinary staff for evaluation.  The 
cougar was a male that became habituated to living in a 
heavily populated area and was likely establishing a new 
territory.  Following the incident, staff continued to 
handle a significant number of calls from the public 
related to the NE Portland cougar including a 
substantial amount of time devoted to responding to 
requests by local television and radio media.   
 
Diamond Lake Hatchery Supplementation 
Diamond Lake received an extra boost to the fishery 
from stocking of nearly 26,000 catchable trout.  Lower 
than anticipated catch rates at Diamond Lake 
prompted staff to seek opportunities to jump start the 
trout fishery to help mitigate what is typically the slow 
period for fishing in July and August, and improve 
angling through the end of the season.  The average 
catch for the season is approximately 1.5 trout per 
angler. However, catch rates reached a low of about 
one trout per angler in early July.  The situation was 
addressed through a coordinated effort between 
multiple staff and hatcheries in both West and East 
Regions by identifying several groups of trout that 
could be available to assist the Diamond Lake fishery.  
In total, nearly 26,000 trout were hauled and released in 
the lake.  Additionally, fingerling trout released this 
spring are anticipated to achieve adequate growth to 
enter and contribute to the fishery late this summer or 
early fall.  Staff will continue ongoing monitoring of the 
fishery to assess catch rates.    
 
In related news, the lake continues to have good food 
resources with monitoring in 2013 showing an 
estimated 362 pounds per acre of benthic macro 
invertebrate biomass. This is down slightly from last 
year, but still good for the lake. 

 

Black-tailed Deer Initiative 
After a short-term interruption of deer collaring due to 
fawning, staff have reinitiated work collaring black-
tailed deer in Wildlife Management Units (WMU’s) 
identified for research to assess limiting factors and life 
history traits.    The goal is obtain survival, mortality, 
and movement data that will be used in conjunction 
with the Wildlife Research staff’s fecal DNA study in 
an effort to estimate BTD population size.  Collaring 
relies on use of clover traps and darting with 
immobilization equipment to capture and collar deer.  
Operation of the clover traps requires considerable 
effort identifying trapping locations, baiting the sites 
(and maintaining baits) to attract deer, and monitoring 
to assess deer use prior to setting the trap.  Trail 
cameras have become an invaluable tool for monitoring 
trap sites and provide a high level of assurance that 
deer are using the trap site.  Track observations are also 
used to detect deer in the vicinity of the traps.  Darting 
is typically done at night; however blinds and tree 
stands are also used when use patterns can be 
predicted.  
 
Since beginning in 2012, 48 BTD have been collared in 
the Indigo WMU.  Of these, 38 collars are currently 
active, three doe collars dropped off after reaching the 
collar design life, and seven collared deer have died.  
Staff is attempting to capture and collar the remaining 
12 BTD to complete the second round of collaring.  
National Forest deer have been the most difficult to 
capture but success is increasing now that salt bait sites 
have been established for multiple years.  In the Trask 
WMU, 60 deer have been collared over the course of 
the project.  Staff currently have 21 deer collared (12-
does and  9-bucks) and need to fill two more grids for 
Round 1 of the project and 19 more grids for Round 2. 
There are 35 grids within the Trask WMU and a goal to 
collar deer in 30 grids per round.  The grids are 
randomly selected as to which ones require a deer.    
 
Monitoring the collaring deer has been a challenge.  
Staff has relied heavily on the Oregon State Police 
plane and pilot for monitoring.  The deer are each 
monitored weekly which requires three to four days of 
staff time if the OSP plane is not available.  Fortunately 
the OSP plane has been available most weeks.  
Assistance by volunteers and interns through Oregon 
State University has been critical to helping meet 
collaring and monitoring goals.   
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Administrator 
 
5K Run and Outdoor Skills Challenge 
The public will have the chance to run wild at the EE 
Wilson Wildlife Area August 9th.  The family-friendly 
event includes a 5K run/walk and the opportunity to 
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try out trap shooting, casting and archery.    Stations 
will be set up along the course with certified hunter and 
angler education volunteers providing basic instruction 
in shooting and casting.   
 
“Running Wild” is a cooperative effort by Pheasants 
Forever, ODFW and volunteers.  Special effort is being 
put into promoting the event with running clubs, 
retailers and youth organizations.  The intent is to 
introduce hunting and fishing to a new audience and to 
increase awareness of ODFW workshops and the new 
archery range at EE Wilson.  The cost to enter the 
run/walk is $25 for adults, $20 for youth age 13-17, 
and $15 per person for groups of four or more.  The 
event is free for youth 12 and under.  Proceeds from 
the run will benefit the Governor’s Holiday Toy Drive, 
which provides toys for children in need.   More 
information about the event and registration can be 
found at http://teamrunningwild.com/. 
 

 
             
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 
Commercial Fish  
Trooper Herman (Astoria) contacted a commercial 
salmon troll boat at a fish plant as the captain was 
offloading catch and had landed a non-adipose fin 
clipped coho salmon which was prohibited.  The 
captain had also landed 60 Chinook salmon, which was 
the period limit for chinook.  After the captain finished 
offloading the catch, Trooper Herman searched the 
boat.  In the bottom of the boat in a separate fish hold, 
buried under ice, Trooper Herman found 2 additional 
whole chinook salmon.  Trooper Herman continued to 
search the boat, and in the forward part of the engine 
room, buried underneath some laundry, Trooper 
Herman located a cooler containing 16 pounds of fresh 
Chinook salmon filets in vacuum sealed packages and 2 
whole Yellowtail rockfish. The captain was cited and 

released criminally for Exceeding the Landing Limit 
of Chinook Salmon, Unlawful Possession of Non 
Adipose Fin Clipped Coho Salmon, and Fail to 
Land Commercially Caught Fish.  
 
Ocean Sport Fisheries 
Sr. Trooper Canfield (Newport) and Trooper Van 
Meter (Newport) conducted ocean patrols out of 
Newport and Depoe Bay on July 5th and 6th.  During 
those days, a total of 40 boats and 105 anglers were 
contacted.  Trooper Severson (Newport Patrol 
Division) also assisted in seizing 2 salmon from anglers 
out of Depoe Bay.  Out of those contacts a total of 29 
citations were issued: 

• 9 citations for Angling Prohibited Method; 
Barbed Hooks for Ocean Salmon. 

• 7 citations for Fail to Validate Salmon 
Harvest Card.  

• 2 citations for Unlawful Possession of 
Undersized Chinook Salmon.  

• 8 citations for Unlawful Possession of Wild 
Coho Salmon.  

• 2 citations for Continuing to Angle after 
Obtaining Limits.  

• 1 citation for Angling with More than One 
Rod.  

Eight wild coho and two Chinook were seized and 
donated to the Lincoln County Food Share. 
 
Shellfish 
Trooper Farrar (Florence) and Senior Trooper Martin 
Maher (Springfield) worked a 6-hour boat patrol on 
Coos Bay.  During the patrol the troopers checked 44 
sport clammers/crabbers and inspected three boats for 
marine safety equipment.  The patrol was busy and the 
following citations were issued:  

• 1 citation for No Shellfish License.  
• 1 citation for No Non-Resident Shellfish 

License.  
• 2 citations for Exceed Daily Bag Limit of 

Gaper Clams.  
• 1 citation for Unlawful Possession of 

Female Dungeness Crab.  
• 1 citation to an adult for Child Under 13 Not 

Wearing Personal Floatation Device While 
Underway.  

• 2 verbal warnings were given for No 
Individual Clam Container and Unlawful 
Possession of Undersize Dungeness Crab.  

 
The troopers seized a total of 40 gaper clams which 
were donated to the South Coast Gospel Mission in 
Coos Bay. 
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